
Welcome 
to Nursery



At Western, we aim to develop kind, ambitious, curious, confident 

and successful young people who are excited about their futures.

 

Our School Vision



Characteristics of Effective Learning 

Reflective



Governors at Western Primary School



Who are the governors here at Western?

Mrs Slack
      Headteacher



What role do the governors play here at Western?

Every school has a legal requirement to have a governing body. The governors’ role is strategic; the head teacher is responsible for the day-to-
day management of the school. The governors are there to support the school in providing the best education for the pupils and we do this by:

setting the school’s values, vision and strategic aims together with the staff

agreeing plans and policies and ensuring resources are used effectively

monitoring and evaluating performance

providing support and constructive challenges to the head teacher as he leads the school

ensuring that Western is accountable to all stakeholders.



How do I contact the governors here at Western?

• Governor Contact details:

• Ian Rainbow (Chair) - RainbowI@rklt.co.uk

• Michelle Roberts (Vice-Chair) - RobertsM@rklt.co.uk

• Claire Magill - MagillC@wes.rklt.co.uk

• Claire Edwards - EdwardsC@wes.rklt.co.uk

• Stuart Hall - HallS@rklt.co.uk

• Sian Marsh - MarshS@rklt.co.uk

• Hannah Wynn - WynnH@wes.rklt.co.uk

• Nicola Bostock-Hayes - Bostock-hayesN@trust.rklt.co.uk

mailto:RainbowI@rklt.co.uk
mailto:RobertsM@rklt.co.uk
mailto:MagillC@wes.rklt.co.uk
mailto:EdwardsC@wes.rklt.co.uk
mailto:HallS@rklt.co.uk
mailto:MarshS@rklt.co.uk
mailto:WynnH@wes.rklt.co.uk
mailto:Bostock-hayesN@trust.rklt.co.uk


Where can I see the governors here at Western?

• You will find several of our governors in the school playground at drop 
off/pick up – Michelle Roberts, Sian Marsh, Hannah Wynn and Nicola 
Bostock-Hayes.

• Governors attend a range of school events including the Christmas and 
summer fairs (usually on the tombola), school shows, in and out of 
lessons/school, concerts and sports days.

• We are also exploring the possibility of setting up parental workshops for 
the opportunity to discuss a topic pertinent to school at that time. 



Special Educational Needs and 
Inclusion

Some children and young people need something additional to or different from 

what is provided for the majority of children; this is special educational provision.

At Western, we take a whole-school approach to Inclusion. Every member of staff 

is an essential part of the Inclusion Team. 

More information about our approach to supporting our children and families can 

be found on the SEND pages of our school website.

– Graduated Response Road Map

– SEND Policy
– SEND Information Report

fraser-smithb@wes.rklt.co.uk

https://www.westernps.co.uk/seecmsfile/?id=6182
https://www.westernps.co.uk/seecmsfile/?id=543
https://www.westernps.co.uk/seecmsfile/?id=6259
mailto:fraser-smithb@wes.rklt.co.uk


Learning Support

Our Learning Support Team provides additional and different methods, resources and 
activities to help support children with their specific learning needs.

This may include:

• Support with Speech, Language and Social Communication development

• Targeted interventions

• Same day support

• Pre-teach and Catch-up lessons

• 1-1 or small group adult support (both in and out of class)

Interventions are regularly reviewed to ensure that dedicated support is having a meaningful 
impact and promoting progress for pupils. The pupil’s class or subject teacher retains overall 
responsibility for their progress.



Emotion & Wellbeing Support

At Western, we believe that a pupil's happiness and wellbeing are the foundation for their 
success and that it is essential to nurture, not just the academic progress of the child, but to 
look after the 'whole person’. We support this development through:

• Drawing & Talking Therapy

• Lego Therapy

• Emotional Literacy Support Assistant (ELSA) Interventions

• Art Therapy

• Play Therapy

• Just B Bereavement Support

• Anxiety Counselling

• Restorative Practice

• Yoga / Mindfulness Sessions

Interventions are regularly reviewed to ensure that dedicated support is having a 

meaningful impact and promoting progress for pupils. The pupil’s class or subject 
teacher retains overall responsibility for their progress.





Family Support

At Western, we believe that families, parents and carers of our 
pupils should feel as included and supported by the school as 
their children are.

Our Family Support Worker can provide support, advice and 
information to families and to listen to any concerns you may 
have about your child's education, behaviour or wellbeing.

Help and support may include:

• Helping to improve the home/school link

• Strategies for parents/carers to improve behaviour in the 
home

• Support for those families undergoing change such as family 
breakdown/separation and divorce/ ill health and bereavement

• Signposting and help to access services from external 
agencies and community services

• Helping with applications for secondary 
school/benefits/housing

• Support with school attendance and lateness issues

Sophy Bland
Family Support Worker
blands@wes.rklt.co.uk
Working pattern: Monday-Thursday
(term time only)

mailto:blands@wes.rklt.co.uk


Special Educational Needs and 
Inclusion

More information can be found on the SEND 
pages of our school website.

You may also find these documents helpful 
(available online):
– Graduated Response Road Map
– SEND Policy
– SEND Information Report

If you would like to know more, please 
contact myself – or Sophy Bland – via email 
or the school office.

fraser-smithb@wes.rklt.co.uk

https://www.westernps.co.uk/seecmsfile/?id=6182
https://www.westernps.co.uk/seecmsfile/?id=543
https://www.westernps.co.uk/seecmsfile/?id=6259
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Safeguarding Culture at Western

The safety and wellbeing of our pupils is always the number one 

priority for everyone working at Western. There is a whole school 

approach to safeguarding which underpins all aspects of school life.

Staff take part in regular safeguarding training and our comprehensive Safeguarding policy is available for parents and carers on our website.

Mrs Slack is our Designated Safeguarding Lead and is supported by four deputy DSLs.

DSL Deputy DSL Deputy DSL Deputy DSL Deputy DSL

Mrs Slack

Headteacher

Mrs Magill 

Deputy Headteacher
Mr Fraser Smith

SEN/Inclusion Manager

Mrs Bland

Family Support Worker

The Junction

Miss Thompson

Nursery & The Hive



• Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility. 

• Safeguarding arrangements are effectively communicated with stakeholders in 

a way that is accessible to all.

• Everyone works with ‘professional curiosity’ and an attitude that ‘it could 

happen here’. 

• The approach is child-centred, considering, at all times, what is in the best 

interests of the child.

• Pupils are confident they will be listened to, respected, taken seriously and well 

supported.

• There is a safe working culture that ensures all pupils, at all times, are safe.

• Staff and volunteers, children, young people and their families, treat each 

other with respect and are comfortable about sharing concerns. 

Safeguarding Culture at Western





Nursery Team

Miss Harker

Nursery Teacher

 

Mrs Galton

Green Room Leader
Miss Thompson

Turquoise Room 

Leader 

Miss Weilding

HLTA/ GTA

Mrs Voakes

HLTA/ GTA

Mrs Weston

GTA
Miss Winter

 GTA

Mrs Robinson

HLTA
Mrs Marjan

GTA Mrs Rimmer

GTA

Mrs Stewart

Early Years Leader 



The EYFS Curriculum

3 Prime areas

PSED (Personal, Social & Emotional 
Development)

C&L (Communication and Language)

PD (Physical Development)

Specific Areas

Literacy
Mathematics
Understanding the World
Expressive Arts and Design
* When your child is 2 years old, a development check will take place 
with key members of staff. This will be shared with you. 



A Typical pre-school day A Typical Nursery Day 2 Year olds

8.45 - 9.25 am Register
Provision

9.25 - 9.40 am ‘Chat time’
Teacher input

9.40 - 10.45 am Free choice
Inside/outside

10.50 - 11.10 am ‘Chat time’
Teacher input

11.15 - 11.45am Lunch in canteen

11.45 - 1.45 pm Free choice
Inside/outside

1.45 - 2.00 pm ‘Chat time’
Teacher input

2.00 - 2.50 pm Free choice
Inside/outside

2.50 - 3.10 pm Story/singing

8.45 - 9.25 am Register
Provision

9.25 - 11 am Provision
Outside play

11.00 - 11.10 am ‘Chat time’
Teacher input

11.15 - 11.45am Lunch in classroom

12.00- 12.30 pm Quiet time
(Nap time) 

12.30 - 3.00pm Provision 
Outside play

3.00 - 3.10 pm Story/singing



Provision is the environment, activities and equipment that 

is provided for your child to access on a day to day basis.

This may include:

• Role- Play

• Sand

• Water

• Construction

• Paint/ Crafts/ model making

• Fine motor activities

• Outdoors

• Small world play

What is Provision?



Provision Time

Your child will access provision 

and have a balance of:

•  child-led learning

• adult-supported learning

• adult-directed learning



Topics/ Learning

We have a range of topics we access throughout the year. We also follow children's interests and 

may have sub-topics running alongside our main theme. Each term you will receive a curriculum 

letter outlining learning for the term. On Tapestry each week, you will receive information about 

learning and we may sometimes ask for children to find out things or complete simple tasks.





PSED (Personal, Social & Emotional Development)

• Manners
• Sharing
• Waiting
• Emotional regulation
• Understanding feelings
• Playing with others

• Being independent



You can help your child get ready for nursery and school by helping them learn to put on 
their coats.

The videos on this page show two really easy ways to teach your child this skill.

The 'Flip' method

https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_item?item_id=item.b1b09185-7c71-4af9-8ce9-
9610fc2d5cc2&share_token=mchSjilxSfyL4_vylaA8YQ&mode=share

Superhero method

https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_item?item_id=item.151d2db2-b5da-449c-ad23-
45e6320864b3&share_token=qR3ehvBJSoOkzYlJhPEUjw&mode=share

Nursery and school staff will always help children with tricky fastenings but it is important 
children learn to try.

Please ensure your child recognises their own coat too!

Remember to label all your child’s clothing with their name.

Being Independent 

https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_item?item_id=item.b1b09185-7c71-4af9-8ce9-9610fc2d5cc2&share_token=mchSjilxSfyL4_vylaA8YQ&mode=share
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_item?item_id=item.b1b09185-7c71-4af9-8ce9-9610fc2d5cc2&share_token=mchSjilxSfyL4_vylaA8YQ&mode=share
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_item?item_id=item.151d2db2-b5da-449c-ad23-45e6320864b3&share_token=qR3ehvBJSoOkzYlJhPEUjw&mode=share
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_item?item_id=item.151d2db2-b5da-449c-ad23-45e6320864b3&share_token=qR3ehvBJSoOkzYlJhPEUjw&mode=share


Being independent

Toileting
• Please use nappies not pull-ups 

unless actively potty training.

• Once your child is out of nappies and 
they are going to the toilet. Please 

encourage them to try and wipe 
themselves if they can.

• Children will also need to learn to 

wash their hands using soap and 
rinse them properly.

• Staff will help if needed.

• Please provide nappies and wipes. 

• Please pack plenty of spare clothes. 

Help
We encourage children to tell us when 
they need help. This is something you 
can support at home.  Model saying 
the phrase Can you help me please? 
Encourage your child to use this 
phrase when they need help.

Manners
We encourage our children to say, 
please and thank you when they are 
asking for something. You could use 
the makaton signs to help prompt 
them.





Listening Skills

At nursery we encourage the children to put 
up their thumb when they have something 
to say and wait their turn. This is the same 
system children use when they start school.

For many children this skill takes time. You 
can help with this by making your child wait 
their turn to talk at home when you are 
talking to someone else. Praise your child 
for waiting. 



Listening Games:

• I Spy

• Simon Says

• Name that Noise

• Tomato Ketchup

• What next in the Nursery Rhyme?

• Hot/Cold

• Grandma’s Footsteps





Get ready for Reading:

• Listening to sounds in the environment.

• Nursery rhymes/rhyming stories will develop children’s 

rhyme and rhythm. 

• Model alliterative play. E.g. “Please may I order a peppery, 

pepperoni pizza please?” “Oh look… h,h,h for horse and h,h,h 

for Harker.”

• Action songs. E.g. “If you’re happy and you know it.”

• Use voices for loud/soft, high/low, scary etc. when playing or 

reading stories.

• Encourage singing.

• Tales Toolkit

• Helicopter Stories 





Literacy



Letter Sounds:

• Sounds should be pronounced softly.

• E.g.  NOT c-a-t cuh, aaa, tuh 

• Please check the Little Wandle website parents page 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-

parents/

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


Preparing to Write
We need to develop children’s fine motor skills to develop hands in preparation for 
holding a pencil. Please do not focus on writing but rather on fine motor development.

• Threading
• Pasta necklaces
• Pop-up pirate
• Tongs
• Play dough
• Beads 
• Loose parts

Age 5Age 7



Writing

• Start with sticks in mud, fingers in flour, chunky crayons, 

chalks and pencils. Can decrease in size as grip improves.

• Start with recognising initial letter in name and then the 

whole name.

• If children are interested and ready (speak to the room 

lead), look at formation of letters in their name.

• Please do not teach children to write in capitals or allow 

them to write letters incorrectly.





Maths
• Counting songs and rhymes.

• Spot numbers in the environment e.g. doors, birthdays.

• Recognising numbers of importance.

• Practise counting out from an amount.

• Recognising simple shapes – circle, square, oblong, triangle.

• Count 0-10

• Show the same number in different ways.

• Measures – capacity, length,

• Subitising

• Number Land 



Subitising

It is the abiltiy to subitise rather than count that enables every child to make amazing 

progress in Maths.

Subitising is the ability to instantaneously recognise the number of objects in a small 

group without the need to count them.

Please follow the link to the Karen Wilding video to explain more.
https://video.link/w/F5W4d



Understanding the World

•Science - plants, 
materials, forces

•Geography
•History
•Differences



Trips and Visits

Trips and visits are a vital part of enhancing our curriculum offer. We aim to 

plan trips well in advance. We may require parent/carer helpers for these 

visits. All parents/ carers supporting our trips will need to listen to a member 

of staff outline the risk assessment for the trip prior to departure.



Expressive Art 
and Design

•Singing
•Dancing
•Process art

•Imagination 



Communications

If you need to contact a member of the teaching team 

please email eyfs@wes.rklt.co.uk

Please use Tapestry to tell us about  
your child’s experiences out of 
school.

Staff interactions. 





Key Information.

• Water bottles - please ensure they are labelled 
and contain water not juice.

• Please make sure all children have appropriate 
outside clothing.

• If someone different is picking up your child,
please email eyfs@wes.rklt.co.uk

• Questions to staff- please email 
eyfs@wes.rklt.co.uk

• End of the day- please bear with us whilst we 
see children out safely.

mailto:eyfs@wes.rklt.co.uk
mailto:eyfs@wes.rklt.co.uk


School Readiness

Self-care
• I know when to wash my hands

• I can wipe my nose
• I can ask for help if I don’t feel well

Speaking and Literacy
• I am interested in reading stories and 

looking at picture books
• I am able to talk about myself, my needs 

and feelings
• I am practising recognising my name 

when it's written down

Getting Dressed and 
Undressed on my own
• I can button and unbutton my clothes
• I can put my own shoes and socks on
• I can put on my own coat and use a zip

Independence
• I am comfortable being away from my 

mummy, daddy or my main carer
• I am happy to tidy my belongings and look 

after things
• I am becoming confident about starting 

school

Listening and 
Understanding

• I am starting to sit still and listen for a short 
time

• I can follow simple instructions
• I understand the need to follow the rules

Sharing and turn taking
• I can share toys and take turns
• I can play games with others

• I can interact with other children



School Readiness

Interest in the world 
and new activities

• I enjoy learning about the world around 
me

• I am interested in new activities
• I like asking questions

Eating
• I can use a knife and fork

• I can open my own packed lunch box
• I can open my own wrappers and 

packaging

Writing Skills
• I like tracing and colouring in

• I enjoy experimenting with different 
patterns/ scribbles

• I am practising holding a pencil correctly

Counting skills
• I enjoy practising and counting objects

• I know some number rhymes and counting 
songs

• I can recognise some numbers when they are 
written down

• I know how old I am

Routines
• I am practising putting my clothes on and 

getting ready to leave on time
• I have a good bedtime routine so I’m not 

too tired for school

Going to the toilet
• I can go to the toilet on my own and wipe 

myself and flush the toilet
• I can wash my hands after using the toilet
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